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History of CEFTS

The Council of Eastern Forest Technician Schools (CEFTYS)
was founded in 1976 by asmall group of Forest Technology
Instructors. Since then, CEFTS membership has grown to
include 15 academic institutions across the eastern US and
Canada.

-7 Purposeof CEFTS
' CEFTS was founded
with the overall goal of
~improving the quality of
{ Forest Technician
education. Specificaly,
“... CEFTSseeksto achieve
thisgoa by:

1. facilitating the
exchange of
information and
ideas among
CEFTS
members,

2. fostering
productive
relationships
between

academic institutions and individual instructors,

3. promoting consistency and academic integrity among
the member institutions and

4. representing the interests of its members to the Society
of American Foresters.

Forest techniciansin training.
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- University of Maine, Fort Kent
- University of New Hampshire, Thompson School
- Vermilion Community College

CEFTS Member Institutions (West)
- Central Oregon Community College
- Spokane Community College
- Reedley College

CEFTS Member Institutions (Canada)
- AuroraCollege
- College of the North Atlantic
- Maritime Forest Ranger School
- Sir. Sandford Fleming College

Contact Information
For further information on CEFTS, please visit our
Website http://www.cefts.org/




Future CEFTS Meetings

2003: Penn State Mont Alto, PA

2004: Southeastern Community College, NC
2005: Pennsylvania College of Technology, PA
2006: Paul Smith’s College, NY

2007: University of Maine, Fort Kent

2008: Itasca Community College, MN

CEFTS Member Institutions (East)
- Alabama Southern Community College
- Allegany College of Maryland
- Dabney S. Lancaster Community College
- Eastern Oklahoma State College
- Glenville State College
- Haywood Community College
- Hocking College
- Horry-Georgetown Technical College
- Itasca Community College
- Lake City Community College
- Lurleen B. Wallace State Junior College
- Montgomery Community College
- Panola College
- Paul Smith’s College
- Penn State University, Mont Alto
- Pennsylvania College of Technology
- Southeastern Community College
- SUNY -ESF Ranger School
- SUNY Morrisville
- Unity College

CEFTS Membership

CEFTS members are institutions, not individuals. Any
faculty member of a CEFTS institution is welcome to
participate fully in the organization’s activities.

Benefits of Participatingin CEFTS

The most important event sponsored by CEFTS isthe
annual meeting. The meetings, which typically last two to three
days, are hosted each year by a different member institution.
With mix of field trips, business and discussion sessions, these
meetings are tremendous |earning opportunities and are just
plain fun! Participants come away from these meetings with
new ideas for teaching, and recruiting students. They may also
develop valuable new contacts or simply make some new
friends.

Occasionally, CEFTS will hold its annual meeting
jointly with its
counterpart, the Western
Forest Technology
Instructors Forum. The
organizations have much
in common and the
combined meetings are
always productive and
enjoyable.

Our annual meetingsinclude
on-site field tours. Picture
from www.CEFT S.org.




CEFTS Awards

We offer a North American Forest Technician Honor
Society, Forest Technician scholarships, a Graduate Forest
Technician Achievement Award, CEFTS Alumni Recognition,
and a Meritorious Service Award. As of 2003, over 400
students have been recognized in the North American Forest
Technician Honor Society.

To qualify for the North American Forest Technician
Honor Society a student must have achieved a 3.0 GPA and a
3.3 GPA in their forestry courses. Thirty-five graduates have
been given Graduate Forest Technician Achievement Awards
for their contributions to forestry or forest technology

education.

Thetraining saw mill at Pennsylvania College
of Technology. Photograph by Adam Brown.

CEFTSand the SAF

CEFTS enjoys a close working relationship with the
Society of American Foresters. CEFTS encourages members to
seek SAF recognition of their Forest Technology programs. An
SAF representative often attends the CEFTS annual meeting to

CEFTS meeting at the SUNY -ESF Ranger
School. Photographer unknown.

update

members on
develop-
ments
related to
SAF
recognition
and seek
input into
the process
from CEFTS
members.
A list of
SAF

recognized forest technology programs can he found on the

SAF website http://www.safnet.org/.




